MY FIRST  NEW  YORK  TRIUMPH
In the fourth act, which was a triumph for *11 cerned in it —and that meant nearly everyone^ ?l COn~ - I received a compliment that I prize sd?l Th * ^St certain tone which should be reserved for short i™6 1s a speeches only in strong and exciting scenes wK"^ force of contrast, it has a great effect;. so in tone* level, clear and cold as ice, Anne had scarcely solemn oath: " I swear it, on my honor as a woman, sir!" when from end to end of Sefr semicircle the musicians broke into swift P™I Catching the effect, their foreign impetuosity-madethe™ respond more quickly than could the AmerSS seconded their action, while mere recognition from play-worn, blast men was to me veritable incense the last act, Mrs. Gilbert, as Hester DetheridjS^fo-posed dumb woman, proved herself an artist to the finter~ tips. Later I saw many Hesters, but never one to equal
At last, and late, far too late, the play ended in a blaze of glory. The curtain was raised for final compliments All the actors in the play had been summoned — we all stood in line, a bowing, smiling, happy line — facing a shouting, hat, handkerchief, or cane-waving crowd of pleased, excited people. As I saw how many eyes were turned my way, with a leap of the heart I repeated: " If you make a favorable impression I will — yes, I will double that salary."
Surely, I thought, no one can doubt that I have made a favorable impression, and, oh, mother, we will be so
happy!   Just then I caught the eye of a young girl__I
could have touched her outstretched hand, she was so close — she gave me a lovely smile, and taking from her bosom a bunch of scarlet carnations she threw them herself. They fell on the stage. One of the actors picked them up and, turning, handed them to Blanche. I heard the disappointed " Oh! " and caught her eye again, when,